Template for comments - Draft ISPMs for country consultation, 2006

Draft ISPM - revision of ISPM No. 2: pest risk analysis
Please use this table for sending country comments to the IPPC Secretariat (ippc@fao.org). See instructions on how to use this template at the end of the table. Following these will greatly facilitate the compilation of comments and the work of the Standards Committee
Please make sure that the cell "country name" is filled for each row of comments and contains the name of the country submitting the comments

	1. Section
	2. Country
	3. Type of comment
	4. Location
	5. Proposed rewording
	6. Explanation

	General comments
	Syria
	Editorial


	Various
	(short explanations following various technical terms)
	Clarification, “ plain English”

Some NPPOs may not be familiar with some of the technical terms used (e.g. phytopathogenic, phytophagous (Para 1.2.), allelopathy (1.2.1 Para5), phenotype and genotype (1.2.5, Para 4) and aetiology (3.1, Para 1)).  

	Specific comments
	Syria
	
	
	
	

	TITLE OF THE DRAFT
	Syria
	
	
	
	

	INTRODUCTION
	Syria
	
	
	
	

	SCOPE 
	Syria
	
	
	
	

	REFERENCES 
	Syria
	Editorial
	End of the section
	The above references can be accessed on the IPPC web site,  www.ippc.int
	Useful to have the IPPC website to be able to access the references

	DEFINITIONS 
	Syria
	Editorial
Technical
	Para 1,S1

Para – New terms and definitions

Definition of Pest risk
Definition of Pest risk
Definition of Pest risk

	“….in the present standard are found in

The probability of introduction and spread of  pests of plants and the magnitude of the associated potential economic consequences 

… magnitude of the associated potential unacceptable  economic consequences
… magnitude of the associated potential unacceptable economic consequences, including environmental impact
	More concise
Clarification of pests

Clarifies the type of economic impact
Recognises the importance of protecting the environment

	OUTLINE OF REQUIREMENTS 
	Syria
	Editorial
	Para 2,S2
	… other standards (ISPMs 3,11 and 21) dealing with the PRA process. 
	Additional useful information

	BACKGROUND
	Syria
	Editorial

Editorial
	Para 1,S2

Para 2, S1
	… to plants or plant products in  a PRA area.
Section 1.2 describes the indicators that can be used to determine whether an organism is a pest or not .  
 
	More precise

More precise

	REQUIREMENTS
	Syria
	
	
	
	

	1.   PRA Stage 1: Initiation
	Syria
	
	
	
	

	1.1  Initiation points 
	Syria
	
	
	
	

	1.1.1  Identification of a pathway 
	Syria
	
	
	
	

	1.1.2  Identification of a pest
	Syria
	
	
	
	

	1.1.3  Review of phytosanitary policies 
	Syria
	
	
	
	

	1.1.4  Identification of an organism 
	Syria
	
	
	.


	

	1.2  Determination of an organism as a pest 
	Syria
	Editorial
	Para 4 (complete)
	Possible arrange [reword] of para 4

“Predictive indicators of an organism are characteristics that, if found, would suggest the organism may be a pest. The organism should be checked against such indicators, and if none are found, it may be concluded that the organism is not a pest, and the analysis may end at this point. .”
	Presence or absence of predictive indicators of an organism decide whether the organism is a pest or not, and analysis may be ended by recording the basis of that decision

	1.2.1  Plants as pests
	Syria
	
	Para 3, S1
	… are hereafter referred to as ‘alien plants’.

	Definition required in the Glossary?

	1.2.2  Beneficial organisms
	Syria
	Editorial
	Para 2, S2
	.. the main concern is unanticipated harm
	highlight the main concern

	1.2.3  Organisms new to science or for which only minimal information is available
	Syria
	Editorial
	Para 1, S1-2
	Organisms may be detected. that are difficult to identify or are new to science Although in such cases the information available may be very limited in the exporting and importing countries, a decision may need to be made as to whether phytosanitary action (e.g. treatment, reshipment) is justified.  
	Clarification

	1.2.4  Intentional import of organisms of possible phytosanitary concern
	Syria
	
	
	
	

	1.2.5  Living modified organisms
	Syria
	Editorial/technical
	Para1, S1
	LMOs (insert a footnote quoting the definition from the glossary) are organisms that have …
	LMOs to be defined precisely.  The description given, while good, should not be quoted a later stage

	1.3  Identification of the PRA area
	Syria
	
	
	
	

	1.4  Previous pest risk analyses
	Syria
	Editorial
	Complete paragraph
	Move further up the order
	Checking to see if a PRA has already been done should be the first thing one does

	1.5   Conclusion of initiation 
	Syria
	
	
	
	

	2.   Summary of PRA Stages 2 and 3
	Syria
	
	
	
	

	2.1   Linked standards
	Syria
	
	
	
	

	2.2  Summary of PRA Stage 2: Pest risk assessment
	Syria
	
	
	
	

	2.3  Summary of PRA Stage 3: Pest risk management
	Syria
	
	
	
	

	3.   Aspects Common to All PRA Stages
	Syria
	
	
	
	

	3.1  Uncertainty
	Syria
	
	
	
	

	3.2  Information gathering
	Syria
	
	
	
	

	3.3  Documentation
	Syria
	
	
	
	

	3.4  Risk communication
	Syria
	Editorial
	P1, S1-3
	Risk communication is generally recognized as an interactive process allowing exchange of information between the NPPO and affected/interested parties . It is not simply a one-way movement of information or about making parties understand the risk situation. Rather, risk communication is meant to reconcile the views of all affected and interested parties, i.e. scientists, producers, importers, politicians etc. in order to: ....
	Replace the term stakeholders (Who and what are stakeholders?).  This is a non-technical colloquialism.

	3.5   Consistency in PRA
	Syria
	
	
	
	

	APPENDIX 1 Pest risk analysis flow chart
	Syria
	
	
	
	


� The IPPC defines a pest as “any species, strain or biotype of plant, animal or pathogenic agent injurious to plants or plant products”. It is noted that the concept of ‘injury to plants’ includes harm caused by competition from other plant species. It also includes harm to plants caused by organisms affecting other organisms than plants in the first instance, but thereby causing deleterious effects on plants.








