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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES
Third Session

Rome, 7-11 April 2008

Report of the International Forestry Quarantine Research Group

Agenda Item 14.2 of the Provisional Agenda

1.
The International Forestry Quarantine Research Group (IFQRG), formed in 2003, is an independent science body that carries out analysis and research on international forest quarantine issues. The group has an open membership with input from the science and plant health regulatory communities and industry. Currently there are about 60 active members from 25 countries. A close relationship has developed between the IPPC – Technical Panel on Forest Quarantine (TPFQ) and the IFQRG. As the TPFQ identifies research and scientific analysis gaps through its deliberation of issues, requests are made to the IFQRG. Where possible the IFQRG attempts to provide data gained through cooperation with the international science community and harmonized analysis of the data so that it may be applied in a meaningful way in international standard setting. Much of the work of the group has focused on science needs related to the modification and revision of ISPM No. 15 (Guidelines for regulating wood packaging material in international trade) and to the development of new phytosanitary treatments for wood packaging and other forestry commodities. 

2.
Recent examples of this collaborative relationship are listed below.

· Conducted research and analysis to develop modified methyl bromide schedule for ISPM No. 15 at request of ICPM-5 (2003);
· Research on insect infestation of bark on ISPM No. 15-treated wood packaging conducted in four countries over two years;
· Analysis of physical characteristics of bark required for insect colonization and reproduction;
· Development of practical guidelines for and background reference literature for ISPM No. 15 treatments;
· Recommendations related to forest pest species and diagnostic protocol development;
· Development of efficacy testing protocols for ISPM No. 15 treatments;
· Research supporting development of new treatments of wood packaging and other globally traded forest commodities. 
3.
The IFQRG will continue to respond to the needs of IPPC bodies providing research supporting the development of new standards. Funding mechanisms to further engage developing countries in efforts of the IFQRG are an important priority.
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