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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES
Fourth Session

Rome, 30 March – 3 April 2009 

Reporting through Regional Plant Protection Organizations

Agenda Item 10.1 of the Provisional Agenda
1.
The International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) sets forth a number of reporting obligations for Contracting Parties. In addition to those, the CPM has agreed on other reporting obligations. These reporting obligations form a part of the system of IPPC information exchange.

2.
The Convention requires that Parties report certain information to the Secretariat and where appropriate regional plant protection organizations (RPPOs). The Convention requires the Secretariat to disseminate certain information to contracting parties and to RPPOs. However, Contracting Parties have responsibilities to make available other information directly to Contracting Parties.

3.
The Third Session of the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures (CPM-3, 2008) requested the IPPC Secretariat to investigate ways in which Contracting Parties could legally discharge their reporting obligations to the Secretariat through RPPOs, if they so choose. 

4.
Article IX.2 of the IPPC states that RPPOs “shall participate in various activities to achieve the objectives of this Convention and, where appropriate, shall gather and disseminate information.” Article IX.2 provides the basis for national reporting to take place through RPPOs.

5.
It has been proposed that National Plant Protection Organizations (NPPOs) could report through their RPPO on the condition that they provide a notification to the Secretariat on how they would meet their IPPC reporting obligations. This notification shall be worded in such a way as to make it clear that, if a country decides to communicate via its RPPO, the responsibility for the content of the information provided remains with the NPPO.

6.
This subject was discussed at the 20th Technical Consultation among RPPOs (held in August 2008) and the initiative was welcomed
. A number of RPPOs believed it would streamline reporting procedures for some Contracting Parties and enable many countries to fulfil their reporting obligations more easily. This would also greatly facilitate national pest reporting through existing RPPO databases and reporting systems.

7.
It was noted that reporting through an RPPO is not a requirement under the IPPC, but an option should a contracting party decide to undertake their reporting in this manner.

8.
Contracting Parties intending to report through their RPPO will need to liaise with their RPPO to ensure that they have a mechanism to allow reporting in this way.

9.
In order to facilitate this process, a model “Reporting through an RPPO” form should be made available to Contracting Parties via the International Phytosanitary Portal as soon as the necessary clearance by the FAO Legal Office has been obtained and the form has been translated. The form will contain the list of reporting obligations of Contracting Parties vis-à-vis the Secretariat as established in the IPPC and by the CPM. Through the form, Contracting Parties will be asked to specify which reporting obligations they intend to discharge through an RPPO.

10.
The CPM is invited to:

1. Endorse the approach to reporting through an RPPO outlined in this paper.
� Reports of the TC-RPPOs are available on the IPP: � HYPERLINK "https://www.ippc.int/id/13396?language=en" ��https://www.ippc.int/id/13396?language=en�.
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