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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES
Fifth Session

Rome, 22-26 March 2010

Presentation of Diagnostic Protocols in English

Agenda Item 9.10 of the Provisional Agenda

1.
During the meeting of the Standards Committee (SC) in May 2009, it was suggested that developing diagnostic protocols in English only, and translating them into all FAO languages once they have been adopted by the CPM, would result in considerable time and financial savings to the Secretariat. The SC felt that the diagnosticians who are experts in their field and who would comment on draft diagnostic protocols during member consultation predominantly work in English when considering issues related to diagnostic work. The SC agreed to raise this issue with the CPM Bureau.

2.
In June 2009, CPM Bureau members discussed possible reactions to and savings from the proposal that drafting, member consultation and presentation of draft diagnostic protocols to CPM for adoption would be done in English only.  Bureau members agreed to check within their respective regions to ascertain if there would be significant opposition to this proposal.

3.
During the SPTA meeting in October 2009, Bureau members reported on their informal consultations within their regions. With the exception of the Latin America and Caribbean Region, all regions could agree with the proposal. At the time of the SPTA, consultation within the Latin America and Caribbean Region had not been completed.

4.
During the  informal consultation within Latin America, some countries expressed some concerns, but in summary, there was general  support across all regions that diagnostic protocols could be developed in English only and translated into all FAO languages after adoption by the CPM.

5.
The CPM is invited to:

1. Note that there is general agreement within the FAO regions to develop diagnostic protocols in English only.

2. Agree to develop diagnostic protocols in English only and translate them into all FAO languages after adoption by the CPM.
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