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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES

Fifth Session

Rome, 22-26 March 2010

Report by the International Forestry Quarantine Research Group
Agenda Item 8.6 of the Provisional Agenda

1.
The International Forestry Quarantine Research Group (IFQRG), formed in 2003, is an independent science group that carries out analysis and scientific research in response to issues identified by international quarantine bodies. There are over 100 members from 29 countries providing scientific input from academic, government, industry and regulatory perspectives. The IPPC – Technical Panel on Forest Quarantine (TPFQ) and the CPM Standards Committee utilize the IFQRG in obtaining answers to key science questions.
Scientific Research and Analysis in Response to Requests from TPFQ
2.
Completed:
· Conducted research and analysis to develop an improved methyl bromide schedule for ISPM 15 at request of ICPM-5 (2003)
· Coordinated international collaborative experiments to identify risks associated with bark on treated wood packaging
· Hosted online discussion forum for ISPM 15 Qs & As leading to the development of an explanatory document
· Analyzed country concerns regarding debarking and developed bark tolerances for ISPM 15 to address potential bark beetle risks in wood packaging

3.
Ongoing:

· Development of testing criteria for new wood treatments related to ISPM 28

· Efficacy testing protocols – is probit-9 appropriate for all pests?

· Recommendation of pest organisms for wood treatment testing

· Analysis of costs and benefits of implementing ISPM 15 globally

· Evaluating pest risks of forest tree seed in international trade

· Evaluating and conducting research on pest mitigation measures for new IPPC wood commodities standard
4.
The IFQRG carries out its activities in research institutions around the world throughout the year. NPPOs are invited to encourage their scientists to participate. The next formal meeting will be September 27 - Oct 1, 2010 in Beirut, Lebanon. IFQRG strongly encourages the participation of developing countries to ensure that all perspectives on phytosanitary issues are considered. Funding mechanisms are being explored to facilitate participation of the widest science community.
5.
The IFQRG will continue to respond to the needs of IPPC bodies providing a sound scientific basis for the development of new standards.
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