 E
  CPM 2011/CRP/8       
 March 2011                                                                                                                                          [image: image1.wmf]F

o

o

d

a

n

d

A

g

r

i

c

u

l

t

u

r

e

O

r

g

a

n

i

z

a

t

i

o

n

o

f

t

h

e

U

n

i

t

e

d

N

a

t

i

o

n

s

O

r

g

a

n

i

z

a

c

i

ó

n

d

e

l

a

s

N

a

c

i

o

n

e

s

U

n

i

d

a

s

p

a

r

a

l

a

A

g

r

i

c

u

l

t

u

r

a

y

l

a

A

l

i

m

e

n

t

a

c

i

ó

n

O

r

g

a

n

i

s

a

t

i

o

n

d

e

s

N

a

t

i

o

n

s

U

n

i

e

s

p

o

u

r

l

’

a

l

i

m

e

n

t

a

t

i

o

n

e

t

l

’

a

g

r

i

c

u

l

t

u

r

e

联

合

国

粮

食

及

农

业

组

织

   
2
  CPM 2011/CRP/8 
 CPM 2011/CRP/8 
1

COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES

Sixth Session

Rome, 14-18 March 2011
The urgent need for diagnostic protocols and phytosanitary treatments
Prepared by New Zealand

The present CPM-6 (2011) document on IPPC Standard setting topics and priorities (CPM 2011/6) lists some 36 diagnostic protocols and 33 phytosanitary treatments under examination by Technical Panels for the consideration of CPM. With the present system for the adoption of diagnostic protocols and phytosanitary treatments it will be years before these documents are available for use by IPPC contracting parties.

This fact has led to the review of the standard setting process for diagnostic protocols and phytosanitary treatments by the Secretariat, the technical panels and a number of countries.

The review has led to the questioning of the suitability of the standard setting process for the development of diagnostic protocols and phytosanitary treatments, especially the timely publication of such documents. Some of the factors noted were:

· As mentioned above, the diagnostic protocols and phytosanitary treatments will not be submitted for member consultation for many years because of the current restriction of the equivalent of 5 draft ISPMs per year. This is of particular concern for developing countries where the protocols provide much needed guidance in identifying major pests for establishing and implementing pest control programmes for food security. Likewise, developing countries need phytosanitary treatments to provide pest free consignments that can move within countries or between countries safely without market access problems.

· The environment that we now work in is changing at an ever-increasing speed. It is not only communication systems that are really fast now, but all aspects of our work have sped up. We need to be able to deal with issues immediately. Our responses must be fast and accurate. Systems that take years to make information available to potential users are now of little use. Systems need to be able to respond to new information and to changes in the situation (or environment) they are used in.

· Molecular based techniques used for identifying organisms are being developed extremely quickly. New methods are being made available all the time. The introduction of techniques such as PCR (Polymerase chain reaction), particularly real time PCR, have made identification of organisms more speedy, more sensitive and more specific. Further advancements in the area of PCR include HRM (high resolution melt) recombinase polymerase amplification. Universal tests with DNA barcoding and next generation sequencing can produce extremely accurate results. As these new techniques are developed, which can provide specific and accurate diagnoses of important biosecurity risk organisms, they need to be made quickly available to all National Plant Protection Organisations (NPPOs), especially in developing countries immediately after their development.

· The use of the abovementioned new diagnostic techniques are having another effect in that they are modifying our understanding of some taxonomic groupings and making relationships of various pests more clear. NPPOs must be kept up to date with this information as this could have an effect on the risk assessment of some pests.

· It is apparent that phytosanitary treatments are playing an increasingly important role in assuring the safe movement of plants, plant products and any items that can carry and possibly distribute pests. The urgent need for further treatments for wood packaging material is well recognised. The IPPC can contribute much to global pest control by making available to NPPOs phytosanitary treatments with verified efficacies for pests on many different commodities. The Technical Panel on Phytosanitary Treatments has examined the efficacy data on a number of treatments and they should be published for NPPOs to use if the treatments are deemed appropriate for the purposes of NPPOs.

There have been discussions on how diagnostic protocols and phytosanitary treatments can be made available to NPPOs more quickly. One of the latest was included in the draft Standard Setting strategy and discussed when looking at the Categorization of CPM documentation at the October 2010 SPTA meeting. This would involve, for diagnostic protocols, the use of a public consultation process for experts and final approval by the Standards Committee rather than adoption by the CPM. This process would not lessen the quality of the documents. Similarly, the process of approval for phytosanitary treatments could be shortened by using a similar expert consultation process and again approval by the Standards Committee. In all cases, the CPM would be informed of all developments with both diagnostic protocols and phytosanitary treatments.

New Zealand wishes to emphasize to CPM that we believe there is an absolute necessity for the process of approving diagnostic protocols and phytosanitary treatments to be accelerated. The IPPC should meet the needs of its members and develop scientifically sound, administratively flexible and agile, standard setting procedures. New Zealand wishes to suggest that CPM discusses the matter of shortening the standard setting procedures for diagnostic protocols and phytosanitary treatments immediately.
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