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APPROVAL of the Draft phytosanitary treatment on Irradiation for Dysminococcus neobrevipes Beardsley, Planococcus lilacinus (Cockerell) and Planococcus minor (Maskell) (Hemiptera: Pseudococcidae) (draft annex to ISPM 28:2007) (2012-011) to be added to the List of Topics for IPPC Standards and sent FOR member consultation
Background

In response to the 2012 Call for treatments under the topic Irradiation treatments (2006-014), the IPPC Secretariat received a submission for a treatment on Irradiation for Dysminococcus neobrevipes Beardsley, Planococcus lilacinus (Cockerell) and Planococcus minor (Maskell) (Hemiptera: Pseudococcidae) (2012-011). 
During its December 2012 meeting, the Technical Panel on Phytosanitary Treatments (TPPT) fully evaluated the submission, noting that 14 irradiation treatments have been adopted as annexes to ISPM 28:2007. 
The panel noted that most irradiation research is carried out using a small number of pests because it can be difficult to obtain a large number of pests for research due to life cycle of the pest, quarantine regulations, etc. Another key issue is the treatment endpoint, its suitability to international trade and that an endpoint for irradiation treatments of no adult emergence would be impractical for some pest species.

The panel also agreed that the maximum dose measured during a confirmatory test should be adopted as the treatment level and that all radiation treatment proposals must include details of dosimetry used, including dose distribution and dosimetry uncertainty.
This treatment is a minimum absorbed dose of 231 Gy to prevent reproduction of adult females of Dysminococcus neobrevipes Beardsley, Planococcus lilacinaus (Cockerell) and Planococcus minor (Maskell) in all fruits and vegetables that are hosts to the three species of mealybugs. The panel concluded that the proposal is technically sound and adequately supported by the supplied data. The proposal is based on a dose of 231 Gy to prevent reproduction of female of Dysminococcus neobrevipes Beardsley with an ED99.9903 at a confidence level of 95%. The supplied data also substantiated the assertion that the other two species are not more difficult to control so that this dose may be accepted for all three species. 

The panel agreed to recommend this treatment to the SC for addition to the List of topics for IPPC Standards as a subject under the topic Irradiation treatments (2006-014) and for member consultation. 

Recommendations to the SC

SC members are invited to: 

(1) Add the draft phytosanitary treatment on Irradiation for Dysminococcus neobrevipes Beardsley, Planococcus lilacinus (Cockerell) and Planococcus minor (Maskell) (Hemiptera: Pseudococcidae) (2012-011) to the List of topics for IPPC Standards as a subject under the topic Irradiation treatments (2006-014). 

(2) Approve the draft phytosanitary treatment on Irradiation for Dysminococcus neobrevipes Beardsley, Planococcus lilacinus (Cockerell) and Planococcus minor (Maskell) (Hemiptera: Pseudococcidae) (2012-011) for member consultation.
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