Specification No. 18

Title: Classification of commodities by phytosanitary risk related to level of processing and intended use.
Reason for the standard: It is generally acknowledged that the level of processing and the intended use of commodities may result in different levels of risk. This may result in differences in the application of phytosanitary measures, hence the need for harmonization. This standard aims to facilitate trade and increase transparency.

Scope and purpose: This standard should be a concept standard providing guidance for NPPOs for facilitating the classification of different types of commodities into phytosanitary risk categories, taking into account the level of processing and the intended use. It should also provide guidance for determining risk management measures expressed as import phytosanitary requirements for plants, plant products and regulated articles. 
Tasks:

1.  Identify criteria for classification  of different types of commodities into categories based on their intended use;
2.  Identify criteria for classification of different types of commodities into categories based on their level of processing;
3.  Determine the different phytosanitary risk categories, taking into account the above criteria;
4.  Based on different levels of phytosanitary risk, assign commodities into appropriately identified categories;
5.  Identify basic elements for determining risk management measures for plants, plant products and regulated articles in each risk category;
6.  Consider the concept of pathway analysis, where appropriate, as referred to in ISPM No. 2, No. 9 and No. 11 and consider other linkages where appropriate to other ISPMs such as No. 1, No. 2, No. 11 and No. 14.

Provision of resources: Funding for meetings is provided by the Regular Programme of the IPPC Secretariat (FAO), except where expert participation is voluntarily funded by the expert’s government.

Proposed work programme: To be determined.
Steward: Mr. Diego Quiroga
Collaborators: EPPO.
Expertise: 5-7 international phytosanitary experts that have an interest and expertise in phytosanitary regulations and relevant aspects of other standards and draft standards.

Participants: To be determined.
Approval: Introduced into the work programme by the ICPM at its Sixth Session in 2004. Specification approved by the Standards Committee, April 2004.

References:

· ISPM No. 2 (Guidelines for Pest risk analysis); 
· ISPM No. 9 (Guidelines for pest eradication programmes);
· ISPM No. 11 Rev.1 (Pest risk analysis for quarantine pests including analysis of environmental risks); 
· ISPM No. 14 (The use of integrated measures in a systems approach for pest risk management); 
· ERPF MERCOSUR 3.7 Requisitos Fitosanitarios Armonizados por Categoría de Riesgo para el ingreso de Productos Vegetales, Oct. 2002; 
· ERPF COSAVE 3.15 Requisitos fitosanitarios armonizados por categoria de riesgo para el ingreso de productos vegetales, V.1.1.3, 2003; 
· ERPF COSAVE 3.5 Lineamientos para la evaluacion y manejo de riesgo de plagas cuarentenarias de baja movilidad en vias de ingreso destinadas al consumo, V1.1; 
· Appropriate internationally-agreed customs classification systems (such as HS codes).
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