REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA

DESCRIPTION OF THE NATIONAL PLANT PROTECTION ORGANIZATION
The plant protection in the Republic of Macedonia is a legal obligation, under the competency of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy, implemented through several competent authorities, and institutions. 
The central body, which coordinates all the activities in the field of plant protection, is the Plant Protection Directorate.
PLANT PROTECTION DIRECTORATE, has been established in the beginning of 2000, as a state authority within the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy, with the following organizational structure and tasks:

Phytosanitary Control Unit - Health control of the agricultural and forest plants, and products of plant origin in the international trading (import, re-export, and transit) is conducted at the Border Inspection Posts, and (export) inland.

The health control of consignments for importation, re-export, and transit, is conducted at Border Inspection Posts, designated by Decision of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia by border inspectors for plant protection, in accordance with the national legislation and relevant international and EU agreements. 
The health control of consignments for exportation (issuing of phytosanitary certificate) is conducted at the following 11 export terminals in the Republic of Macedonia: Skopje, Veles, Kavadarci, Prilep, Bitola, Resen, Ohrid, Kicevo, Gevgelija, Strumica, and Kocani. Consignments checks prior exportation are also carried out by inspectors, authorized by the Minister. The phytosanitary certificates are issued on the basis of regular monitoring of the status of the harmful organisms of the plants, in collaboration with the institutions and laboratories involved, and for seed and planting material, with compulsory health control of the crops, during their cycle of vegetation, and prior delivery of the consignment with special laboratory analysis.
Plant Protection Unit - Responsible for carrying out monitoring of the occurrence and status of plant quarantine harmful organisms, indicated in the national list A and B of quarantine diseases and harmful organisms; forecasting, diagnosing, and determining certain number of harmful organisms of economic importance, on the basis of particular programs; informing and giving recommendations for optimal deadlines and appropriate producers protection; interventions in case of quarantine or calamity; analysis and assessment of plant health status in the wider region; identification of the risk level in case of danger, and identification of infected areas. The specified is carried out by 7 regional centers. These regional centers are located in Skopje, Tetovo, Resen, Bitola, Kavadarci, Kocani, and Strumica. Experts with different background in the field of protection of 4 scientific institutions and laboratories are also involved in the monitoring of the plant status on higher scientific level and expertise, and defining of the preventive measures.

Plant Protection Products Registration Unit – Concerning the plant protection products, the Plant Protection Directorate is responsible for provisions elaboration, planning, and definition of objectives and strategies of the PPPs policy; coordination, and information exchange with inter-ministry bodies, and institutions involved in the authorization of PPPs; development of reports on biological, physical- chemical, and other accompanying documentation, regarding the PPPs registration; preparation and publishing a list of authorized PPPs, and keeping registers of legal entities, involved in the production and marketing of PPPs.
* The State Agricultural Inspectorate, and the State Forestry Inspectorate are involved in the matters in the field of protection, and they are responsible for inspection supervision of the authorized legal entities, regarding the implementation of provisions, or required measures for plant protection of harmful organisms; supervision of quarantine facilities for plant health status under quarantine supervision; supervision of operation of the legal entities, responsible for plant protection activities, and for issuing an order for quarantine harmful organisms eradication. Additionally, it carries out the inspection supervision and control over the production and marketing with respect to the working conditions, marketing of PPPs, with regard to proper packaging, labeling, manuals, validity of the license-decision for marketing and application, control of declaration, and manual, etc. 
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In collaboration with:
· Faculty of Agrucultural Sciences and Food - Skopje
· Agricultural Institute - Skopje 
· Institute of Southern Crops - Strumica
· Institute of Tobacco - Prilep
· Agricultural Extension Agency - Bitola
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