SCOPE

To reduce the risk of introduction and/or spread of quarantine pests associated with wood packaging material (including dunnage), made of raw wood, in use in international trade. 

OUTLINE OF REQUIREMENTS

· Wood packaging material made of unprocessed raw wood is a pathway for the introduction and spread of pests.

· The origin of wood packaging material is often difficult to determine.

· Therefore, globally approved measures that significantly reduce the risk of pest spread are described.

· NPPOs are encouraged to accept wood packaging material that has been subjected to an approved measure without further requirements.

· Such wood packaging material includes dunnage, but excludes processed wood packaging material.

· Procedures to verify that an approved measure, including the application of a globally recognized mark, has been applied should be in place in both exporting and importing countries.

· Wood packaging material that does not comply with the requirements of this standard should be disposed of in an approved manner. 

REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS

1. Basis for Regulating

· Wood packaging material is frequently made of raw wood that may not have undergone sufficient processing or treatment to remove or kill pests and therefore becomes a pathway for the introduction and spread of pests. 

· The true origin of any piece of wood packaging material is difficult to determine and thus its phytosanitary status cannot be ascertained.

· For this reason, this standard describes globally accepted measures that are approved and that may be applied to wood packaging material by all countries to practically eliminate the risk for most quarantine pests and significantly reduce the risk from a number of other pests that may be associated with that material.

2. Regulated Wood Packaging Material (WPM)

· WPM Serve as a pathway for plant pests and must be regulated:

Pallets, dunnage, crating, packing blocks, drums, cases, load boards, pallet collars, and skids.

· WPM sufficiently processed are unlikely to be infested by raw wood pests and should not be regulated:

Wood packaging made wholly of wood-based products such as plywood, particleboard, oriented strand board or veneer that have been created using glue, heat and pressure or a combination thereof.

· WPM may not serve as a pathway for introduction of pests and should not be regulated unless technically justified:
Wood packaging material such as veneer peeler cores, sawdust, wood wool, and shavings, and raw wood cut into thin pieces. 
3. Measures for Wood Packaging Material

3.1 Approved measures (Annex I):

· Heat treatment (HT).

· Methyl bromide (MB) fumigation. 

· Measures should be effective in mitigating pest risks associated with wood packaging material used in transport.

· Wood packaging material subjected to these approved measures should display a specified mark shown in Annex II.

· A universally recognized, non-language specific mark facilitates verification during inspection at the point of export, at the point of entry or elsewhere.

3.2 Measures pending approval

Other treatments or processes for wood packaging material will be approved when it can be demonstrated that they provide an appropriate level of phytosanitary protection (Annex III).

· Fumigation

· Phosphine

· Sulfuryl fluoride

· Carbonyl sulphide

· CPI

· High-pressure/vacuum process

· Double vacuum process

· Hot and cold open tank process

· Sap displacement method

· Irradiation

· Gamma radiation

· X-rays

· Microwaves

· Infra red

· Electron beam treatment

· Controlled atmosphere
3.3 Other measures

NPPOs may accept any measures other than those listed in Annex I by arrangement with their trading partners. Such measures should be technically justified and respect the principles of transparency, non-discrimination and equivalence.

OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

To meet the objective of preventing the spread of pests, both exporting and importing countries should verify that the requirements of this standard have been met.

4. Dunnage

· Ideally, dunnage should also be marked in accordance with Annex II of this standard.

· If not, it requires special consideration and should, as a minimum, be made from bark-free wood that is free from pests and signs of live pests.

· Otherwise it should be refused entry or immediately disposed of in authorized manner.
5. Compliance checks on procedures applied prior to export
· The NPPO of the exporting country has responsibility for ensuring that systems for exports meet the requirements set out in this standard. 

· It includes monitoring certification and marking systems that verify compliance, and establishing inspection, registration or accreditation and auditing of commercial companies that apply the measures, etc.

6. Procedures upon Import

Since wood packaging materials are associated with almost all shipments, including those not normally the target of phytosanitary inspections, cooperation with agencies, organizations, such as Customs, not normally involved with meeting phytosanitary export conditions or import requirements is important.

6.1 Measures for non-compliance at point of entry

· Where wood packaging material does not carry the required mark, action (treatment, disposal or refused entry) may be taken. The NPPO of the exporting country may be notified.

· Where the wood packaging material does carry the required mark, and evidence of live pests is found, action (treatment, disposal or refused entry) can be taken. The NPPO of the exporting country should be notified
6.2 Disposal

Disposal of wood packaging material is a risk management option that may be used by the NPPO of the importing country upon arrival of the wood packaging material where treatment is not available or desirable. The following methods are recommended for the disposal of wood packaging material where this is required.

· Incineration (Complete burning)

· Burial  (Note: not a suitable disposal option for wood infested with termites)

· Processing (Chipping and further processing)

· Other methods

