Structure of Plant protection department organization 

The Plant Protection Department was established in1961, belonging to Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development. PPD has main functions as follows:

· Carrying out state management on plant protection work in the field

· Implementing state management on plant quarantine activities

· Performing state management and registration on pesticides in Vietnam

The headquater of  PPD  based in Hanoi with 7 functioned divisions comprises Plant Protection, Plant Quarantine, Pesticide management and registration, Planning, Foreign relations, Inspection and legislative, Finance and Administration. Besides that there is a representative office  of the PPD located in HCM city.

In order to implement three above said main functions we have instituted some system on this:

1. Plant protection network: 

Its has divided into 2 level that are central level and local level. The central level includes Plant Protection Division and  4 Regional Plant Protection Centers situated at 4 different parts of Vietnam under PPD. These Centers are responsible for providing technical guidance to 64 Provincial Plant Protection Sub-Departments.

There are 150 staff involve in this area

The local level includes 64 PPPSD with 543 Plant protection station in districts throughout our country. Total local staff engaged in this field are 3500 staffs.

This network have three key missions are  

1. Survey, detection, forecasting and warning of pest occurrence, development, distribution and damage;

2. Guiding the implementation of pest prevention and control practices;

3. Guiding the application of advanced science and technologies in pest prevention and control.

2. Plant quarantine system

Plant quarantine system has been improved in the recent years. So far, Under the PPD, there were 9 Regional Plant Quarantine Sub-Department with 40 Plant Quarantine Stations located at land border ports, seaport, railway stations and international airports whole  country. In addition, we have a  Technical plant quarantine center  and two post entry Plant quarantine center. 

With the purpose of  Plant quarantine work is to prevent the incursion of injurious pests from overseas into Vietnam , so that, this network have to carry out following important mission.

- Conduct the inspection of regulated articles;

- Determine appropriate phytosanitary measures for treatment of the articles infected with plant quarantine pests; 

- Supervise and certify the implementation of phytosanitary treatments;

- Survey and monitor pest status on imported plant seeds and stored plant products;

· Popularize and  assist in the detection and identification of plant quarantine pests as well as the implementation of phytosanitary measures.  

  So far, we have  265 staff for this PQ system

 For RPQS in charge of inspecting  regulated articles and to issue Phytosanitary certificate according to PQ procedure and meet importing phytosanitary requirements and giving technical guidance for domestic plant quarantine for the 61 above-said Provincial Plant Protection Sub-Departments.

In respect to two Post Entry Plant Quarantine Centers and one Technical Plant Quarantine Laboratory for solving technical issues in line with the field of plant quarantine such as identifying regulated pests  and implementing applied researches to meet plant quarantine work. 

Regarding legal document associated with plant quarantine work, so far, Vietnam has already some legislative documents as follows :

- Ordinance on Plant Protection and Quarantine was approved by Standing committee of the National Assembly on 25 July 2002. This is highest legal document in plant quarantine area.

- Decree No 58/2002/ND of the Vietnamese government was enacted by 03 June 2002, this decree provides the Regulation on Plant quarantine.

- Decision No 84/2002/QD/BNN of 24 September 2002 of the Minister of Agriculture and rural development on state management over the fumigation and disinfestation of regulated article.

- Decision No 89/2002/QD/BNN of 08 October 2002 of the Minister of Agriculture and rural development on state management the importation of plant varieties and beneficial organisms. 

- Circular No 73/2003/QD/BNN of 01 July 2003 of the Minister of Agriculture and rural development guiding the implementation of domestic plant quarantine activities.

- Decree No 26/2992/ND-CP of 19 march 2003 on Penalties for administrative violations in the field of  Plant Protection and Quarantine.

Under these above legislative documents, in 2002, there were 6 plant quarantine procedures established for plant quarantine work . 

 In term of the plant quarantine pests have been detected, plant quarantine system has detected 890 cases on imported commodities so far,  such as:

· Khapra beetle (Trogoderma granarium and T. inclusum)

· Bean weevil (Acanthoselides obtectus)

· Poison rye-grass (Lolium termulentum) 

· Udbatta disease of rice (Ephilis oryzae)

· Potato moth ( Phthorymae operculella) 

· Powdery scab (Spongospora subterranea)

· Peach white scale (Pseudaulacaspis pentagona)

· Burrowing nematode (Radopholus similis)

All these pests were controlled and treated by plant quarantine services.

Mention to the implementation of International Standard for Phytosanitary measures. Up to now, the Vietnames Plant Quarantine Service has implemented 3 ISPM as follows:

- ISPM No 1: Principles of plant quarantine as related to International trade, 1995, FAO.

- ISPM No 2:  Guidelines for pest risk analysis, 1996, FAO.

- ISPM No 5: Glossary of Phytosanitary terms, 1997,FAO.

At present, Vietnam is trying to apply some other ISPM like ISPM No 4: Requirements for the establishment of pest free areas, 1996, FAO and ISPM No 5: Guidelines for surveillance, 1997,FAO.

 In order to implement all ISPMs, Vietnam are facing many problems such as:  Some ISPMs are not  able to conduct in Vietnamese conditions (ISPMs No 3, 13). Further issues that knowledge of staffs on ISPMs are limited, they need to be improved for this matters. In addition,  appropriate methods of treatment for pests are big problems, especially methods of treatment for diseases causing by fungi, bacteria and virus. The capable of staff in diagnosis/indentification of pests need to be improved as well as to be emphasized on PRA.

As regard to new ISPMs and RSPMs, Vietnam has participated actively in  developing standards for phytosanitary measures and also suggested some vital regional standards should be degsined to Commission .

 In relation with Phytosanitary information of Vietnam: There were two web sites which are available for phytosanitary information of Vietnam as follows:

· http://www.mard.gov.vn
· http://www.ppd.gov.vn
All Regional Plant Quarantine Sub-Departments could access to the internet  for getting necessary phytosanitary information for their work.

Refer to international cooperation for plant quarantine area: There were some small projects conducted by Plant quarantine system includes:

· Expanding fruit fly treatment development and quarantine capacity in Vietnam ( ACIAR- from 7/2000-12/2001).

· Intergrating effective phosphine fumigation practices into grain storage system in China, Vietnam and Australia ( ACIAR-2001-2004)

· Strengthening national phytosanitary database management (NZAid) (2002-2008).

Furthermore, 7 Plant Quarantine Agreement between Vietnam and other countries have signed so far , among them there were new agreement just signed in 2002 :

+ Plant quarantine Agreement between Vietnam- Mongolia 

+ Plant quarantine Agreement between Vietnam- Chile

+ Plant quarantine Agreement between Vietnam- Rumania

Several agreement and arrangement are preparing and will be signed in the end of this year (Vietnam- , China, Japan, Korea..).

3. Pesticide management : A pesticide management and registration scheme has been put in place since 1992 to regulate all pesticide-related activities in Vietnam . two Pesticide Control Centers were established in Hanoi and HCM city are responsible for new pesticide analysis and testing before registration and determine residue in agricultural product as well. 
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