
Healthy soils for a healthy life
Soil and plant health: a requisite for sustainable development
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A healthy soil is capable of providing most terrestrial ecosystem services, therefore 
contributing to achieve the SDGs and human well-being

Basis for healthy 
plants



London, 21 – 22 September 2022 | International Plant Health Conference



London, 21 – 22 September 2022 | International Plant Health Conference



London, 21 – 22 September 2022 | International Plant Health Conference



London, 21 – 22 September 2022 | International Plant Health Conference

Yet the world's soils are at risk

The situation will worsen if business as usual
continues
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Soil degradation has negative impact son the provission of ecosystem services but also
contributes with GHG emissions (CO2, N2O y CH4)

Gt = gigatonne = 1015 g C = billion tonnes

27% of total global emmisions
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Clean biotechnology in 
agricultural production

Opportunities on how a healthy soil can enhance plant health
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Plant 
Health

The One Health 
approach needs to 

clearly consider Plant 
and Soil Health, 

otherwise, there will be 
a significant gap.
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− Continue advocating for Soil Governance at national level (all countries of the world should have soil governance in place). 

− Awareness raising of general public on the importance of soils (where food begins….) and its importance for plant health.

− Implementation of the new GSP action framework and promote the achievement of the goal: improve and 
maintain the health of at least 50 percent of the world’s soils by 2030.

− Promoting soils as a solution in the UN Conventions and integrating Sustainable Soil Management to crosscutting fields.

− Promoting the development and application of solutions to real issues (enhancing soil fertility, addressing soil pollution, 
carbon sequestration, soil information, etc).

− Advocating for investment on sustainable soil management including targeted research on soils.

− Capacity development and supporting provision of technical guidance to farmers on soils.

− Advocate for Soil and Plant health to be clearly recognized and included in the ONE HEALTH APPROACH.

Way forward



Thank you for your attention!

Ronald Vargas
Secretary Global Soil Partnership
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