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Global seed market:
USD 71.4 billion (2019)

Internationally traded:  
USD 13 billion

ISF Members together account for over 90% of international seed trade

7500+ companies

58 National seed 
associations as 
members 

Members from 
75 countries 

A non-governmental, non-profit making organization that has represented its members' interests since 1924, 
and is widely regarded as the voice of the global seed industry

INTERNATIONAL SEED FEDERATION



Breeding, production and 
marketing of tomato seed

An example



• The seed industry has a twofold 
responsibility for seed health: to deliver 
sufficiently healthy seed to its customers and 
to respect national phytosanitary regulations

• Seeds are the foundation for crop 
production and seed health is related to food 
production in many ways. Healthy seeds, free 
from known seed transmitted pathogens, are 
a prerequisite for sustainable food 
production.



Never has the need to develop new and improved crop varieties, while 
protecting the environment, been more urgent or more challenging

• The seed industry is committed to developing better 
seed for a better quality of life. 

• Better seed brings economic, environmental and health 
benefits. 

• Improved seed that is resistant to drought and 
disease reduces the risk of crop failure thus supporting 
sustainable agriculture and global food security.

• Accelerating genetic improvement through the 
development of new germplasm and technologies is 
critical to achieving sustainable increases in 
productivity. 



GLOBAL INITIATIVES ON SEED HEALTH

The International Seed Health Initiative for Vegetable 
Crops (ISHI-Veg) – an industry platform formed in 1993 
under ISF’s support and governance – aims to secure 
the delivery of sufficiently healthy seed to customers by 
developing methods for seed health testing that are 
internationally recognized as reference methods and 
accepted as industry standards. 

The seed industry also plays a significant role in 
gathering and sharing knowledge. 

The Regulated Pest List Initiative (RPLI) was launched in 
2007 and has resulted in a dynamic database of 
information on regulated pests of internationally traded 
seed species, based on a scientific assessment of 
whether they are a pest risk and the experience of the 
seed industry in managing this risk. 



ISF VIRTUAL EVENTS –
When innovation, community and connection are more important than ever, we 

continue to find ways to keep the discussion going.



As the voice of the private 
seed sector, ISF continues to 
engage in an inventive way on 
topics that remain important, 
if not even more critical, now.



Quality seed is a customer expectation and to meet these expectations, company seed 
health programs focus on the prevention, detection, and eradication of pathogens.

Engagement with NPPOs – adoption of 
international standards

Engagement with IPPC – draft at the international 
level of an Annex to the ISPM 38

ISF and the seed sector are always willing to work 
alongside NPPOs on phytosanitary measures as 
healthy seed is also our goal. 

We remain committed to our vision of a world 
where the best quality seed is accessible to all, 
supporting food security and sustainable 
agriculture. 



Legacy – International Day of Plant Health
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Seed is Life


