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[1]DRAFT SPECIFICATION FOR ISPM: Revision of ISPM 3 (Guidelines for the export, shipment, import and release of biological control agents and other beneficial organisms) (2025-010)
[2]Status box
	[3]This is not an official part of the specification and it will be modified by the IPPC Secretariat after approval.

	[4]Date of this document
	[5]2026-05-26

	[6]Document category
	[7]Draft specification for an ISPM

	[8]Current document stage
	[9]To first consultation

	[10]Major stages
	[11]2026-03 CPM-20 added topic Revision of ISPM 3 (Guidelines for the export, shipment, import and release of biological control agents and other beneficial organisms) (2025-010), priority 1.
[12]2026-05 Standards Committee (SC) revised and approved for consultation.

	[13]Steward history
	[14]2026-05 SC Mariangela CIAMPITTI (IT, Lead Steward)
[15]2026-05 SC María José MONTELONGO (UY, Assistant Steward)

	[16]Notes
	[17]This is a draft document
[18]2026-05 Edited


[19]Title
[20]Revision of ISPM 3 (Guidelines for the export, shipment, import and release of biological control agents and other beneficial organisms) (2025-010)
[21]Reason for the revision of the standard
[22]ISPM 3 (Guidelines for the export, shipment, import and release of biological control agents and other beneficial organisms) was first adopted in 1995 and revised in 2005 as the present standard. Since then, practices related to the use of biological control agents (BCAs) and other beneficial organisms have undergone significant advancements, accompanied by corresponding developments in the regulatory frameworks of many countries. ISPM 3 is now out of date and does not reflect current practices and guidance worldwide. This therefore makes it difficult for contracting parties to apply ISPM 3 when regulating the import, export or release of BCAs. 
[23]ISPM 3 has also been inconsistently applied with respect to the export, import and release of live invertebrates for biological control. Many countries require sanitary certificates issued by the exporting country’s national Veterinary Officer, either instead of or in addition to the phytosanitary certificate prescribed by ISPM 3. For example, sanitary certificates are being used for invertebrates intended for research, colony establishment, and release as BCAs for the purpose of plant health as well as animal health or conservation. Such cases occur even though the World Organisation of Animal Health (WOAH) has clarified that, in relation to insects, the scope of the WOAH standards is limited to bees and other insects that are vectors of animal disease. Revision of ISPM 3 is therefore required to provide clarity about the export, import and release of invertebrates.
[24]Scope 
[25]The revised standard should outline the process of analysing, documenting and managing pest risk, environmental risk and risk to biodiversity from non-indigenous BCAs, other beneficial organisms and sterile insects, including provisions for the import of these organisms for research purposes or for rearing under confined conditions.
[26]The standard should apply to BCAs used for augmentative or classical biological control. The standard should also apply to other beneficial organisms (such as pollinators) and sterile insects. The standard should not apply to BCAs, other beneficial organisms and sterile insects that are intended for purposes other than plant health.
[27]Purpose
[28]The purpose of the revision is to provide clear guidance on the import, export and release of BCAs, other beneficial organisms and sterile insects. This will reflect best practice and will facilitate the harmonization of regulation.
[29]Tasks
[30]The expert working group (EWG) should undertake the following tasks:
[31]Considering the scope of the revised ISPM, propose a new title for it if necessary.
[32]Develop clear, consistent definitions for terms used in the current standard (e.g. BCA, beneficial organism) and other relevant terms to ensure harmonized terminology for regulatory use.
[33]Consider guidance for regulation of BCAs, other beneficial organisms and sterile insects, produced by different national plant protection organizations (NPPOs), other responsible authorities and regional plant protection organizations, to ensure the standard reflects current best practice.
[34]Set out the requirements for the import of BCAs, other beneficial organisms and sterile insects, including requirements for information, risk analysis, decision-making and communication.
[35]Identify the key factors to be considered as part of an environmental risk assessment. Consider the relevance of applying ISPM 11 (Pest risk analysis for quarantine pests) and the quarantine pest concept to the regulation of BCAs, other beneficial organisms and sterile insects, including whether the intentional import of such organisms warrants supplementary assessment.
[36]Describe the documentary requirements for the import of BCAs, other beneficial organisms and sterile insects, including requirements for information on their establishment potential, host specificity, spread, direct and indirect impacts, and benefits, and for information on uncertainties. 
[37]Describe the responsibilities of NPPOs or other responsible authorities in relation to the revised process of analysing, documenting and managing risk.
[38]Review and clarify the export and import process, including phytosanitary certification approaches.
[39]Consider whether Apis species should be considered as pollinators in this standard. 
[40]Consider whether the revised standard could affect in a specific way (positively or negatively) the protection of biodiversity and the environment. If this is the case, the impact should be identified, addressed and clarified in the draft standard. 
[41]Consider implementation of the standard by contracting parties and identify potential operational and technical implementation issues. Provide information and possible recommendations on these issues to the Standards Committee. 
[42]Review all references to ISPM 3 in other ISPMs to ensure that they are still relevant and propose consequential changes if necessary. Review all references to other ISPMs in the revised ISPM 3 and amend as necessary.
[43]Provision of resources 
[44]Funding for the meeting may be provided from sources other than the regular programme of the IPPC (FAO). As recommended by ICPM-2 (1999), whenever possible, those participating in standard setting activities voluntarily fund their travel and subsistence to attend meetings. Participants may request financial assistance, with the understanding that resources are limited and the priority for financial assistance is given to developing country participants. Please refer to the Criteria used for prioritizing participants to receive travel assistance to attend meetings organized by the IPPC Secretariat posted on the International Phytosanitary Portal (IPP) (see https://www.ippc.int/en/core-activities).
[45]Collaborator
[46]To be determined.
[47]Steward
[48]Please refer to the List of topics for IPPC standards posted on the IPP (see https://www.ippc.int/core-activities/standards-setting/list-topics-ippc-standards).
[49]Expertise
[50]Members with collective knowledge of, and experience in regulation of BCAs, other beneficial organisms and sterile insects, including at least:
[51]environmental risk assessment;
[52]import and export of BCAs, other beneficial organisms and sterile insects, accompanied by a phytosanitary certificate;
[53]release of BCAs, other beneficial organisms and sterile insects; and
[54]pest risk analysis of BCAs, other beneficial organisms and sterile insects.
[55]Participants
[56]Five to seven members.
[57]In addition, a member of the Implementation and Capacity Development Committee (IC) should be invited to attend as an invited expert or an IC representative.
[58]Bibliography
[59]The IPPC, relevant ISPMs and other national, regional and international standards and agreements as may be applicable to the tasks, and discussion papers submitted in relation to this work.
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[62]Discussion papers
[63]Participants and interested parties are encouraged to submit discussion papers to the IPPC Secretariat (ippc@fao.org) for consideration by the EWG.
